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Synopsis

This selection of writings from early church leaders includes work by Clement of Rome, Ignatius,
Polycarp, Irenaeus, Athenagoras, and Justin Martyr.Long recognized for the quality of its
translations, introductions, explanatory notes, and indexes, the Library of Christian Classics
provides scholars and students with modern English translations of some of the most significant
Christian theological texts in history. Through these works--each written prior to the end of the
sixteenth century--contemporary readers are able to engage the ideas that have shaped Christian

theology and the church through the centuries. --This text refers to the Kindle Edition edition.
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Customer Reviews

This is the best single-volume introduction to the "Early Church Fathers" (early Patristic Writers) of
the 1st and 2nd centuries. | have a library of the Ancient Christian Writers series of many more
Patristic authors, and have studied unabridged versions of their works, but | found myself looking for
something accessible for a friend recently. After researching the matter, | bought two copies of this
work - one for my friend and one for me.Richardson and company take the earliest and best
non-canonical Christian literature and present it, edited, in a handy volume that contains not only
preforatory material for each letter, but also helpful footnotes and study aids.Many people don'’t
know that before the close of the age of the Apostles that Clement of Rome was penning a letter to
the Corinthians (AD 95 or so), the same group that had given Paul so many headaches 40 years
earlier. This letter starts of this work. Next, we move on to the kind, gentle Bishop Ignatius of

Antioch. About AD 110, as he was being transported to Rome for his execution as a Christian, he



wrote letters to Churches along the way exhorting them to continue in faithfulness. About the middle
of the second century, Bishop Polycarp of Smyrna - a disciple of John the Apostle - wrote a letter to
the Phillipians. That letter is in here. Next, his martyrdom is recounted in another early Christian
document.And on it goes. The Didache (or The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles) probably contains
material from both the first and second centuries AD. It's a sort of manual on what Christian
worship, procedure and organization should be. The so-called Second Letter of Clement follows that
in which second century Christian living is described.
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